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Towards the end of December 1851, Count Thun informed
his Prussian colleague in the course of a private conversation
that " such resistance to the decisions of majorities could
not fail to break up the Confederation;" and received the
reply that " If the Federal Assembly, by direct and reckless
enforcements of the system of majorities, attempted to
constitute a Board having for its functions the exercise of
compulsion upon Prussia, means would be found to suspend
to this last bond of German Unity a weight which it
would prove incompetent to bear. The Federal Assembly
had not been intended to confirm, under any and every
circumstance, decisions with respect to which either Austria
or Prussia might happen to find herself in a minority, hence,
up to the year 1848, the formal rights of majorities were
only utilised cum grano salis> for at that time the illusion
was not entertained that German Dualism, which had
existed for a thousand years, could be done away with by
the mechanism of majority votes."

In January 1852 differences of opinion about the fleet
developed into a conflict upon fundamental questions,
touching the Federal Constitution. The German North-Sea
fleet had been created in 1848 to serve the German Imperial
Power then expected to be called into existence. With that
" coming event" in view, Prussia had paid her just share of
the outlay j whereas Austria had contributed nothing, and
some of the medium States little more. The " Imperial
Power," came to nothing; but these ships, etc., were to the
fore, and the resuscitated Confederation was bound to
provide for their maintenance. When Prussia, for this
purpose proposed that the matricular arrears for the year
1848 should be paid up, all the Governments refused their
assent, and the Federal Assembly, at their instigation,
decided (July 1851) upon a fresh pecuniary advance.
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